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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the 
subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claims 15-28 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being indefinite for 
failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards as 
the invention. 

Claim 15 recites the limitation "an article" in lines 3, 4, 7 and 11. It is unclear as to how 
many different articles are being claimed. To further prosecution, the examiner believes there to 
be only one article. 

Claim 16 recites the limitation "an article" in lines 3, 4, 7 and 12. It is unclear as to how 
many different articles are being claimed. To further prosecution, the examiner believes there to 
be only one article. 

Claim 15 recites the limitation "a magnetic security device" in lines 1 and 18. It is 
unclear as to how many different magnetic security devices are being claimed. To further 
prosecution, the examiner believes there to be only one magnetic security device. 

Claim 16 recites the limitation "a magnetic security device" in lines 1 and 16. It is 
unclear as to how many different magnetic security devices are being claimed. To further 
prosecution, the examiner believes there to be only one magnetic security device. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S. C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 1 22(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 15-21 and 27-28 arc rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(c) as being anticipated by US 
Patent Number 6,880,372 to Kim. 

Kim discloses an apparatus (60) for releasing a magnetic security device (2), the 
apparatus having a first portion (base of element 60 where magnet 62 is disposed) for locating an 
article (1) in a first direction and a second portion (wall of element 60 where magnet 63 is 
disposed) for locating the article in a second direction substantially perpendicular to the first 
direction, the first and second portions define a receptacle (61) configured and adapted to receive 
the article so as to physically restrain the article in the first and second directions as it is brought 
into contact with the first and second portions, while leaving the article unrestrained in at least a 
third direction substantially perpendicular to the first and second directions (the first and second 
portions providing alignment of an article in the vertical and lateral directions while allowing the 
article to be unrestrained in the axial direction), the receptacle being configured and adapted to 
receive the article having first and second surfaces that are wider in the third direction that the 
apparatus (the article extends beyond the apparatus in the third direction; figure 10A), and at 
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least one of the first and second portions including magnetic release means (62 and 63) arranged 
to assist in locating the initially misaligned article into alignment in the third direction by 
magnetic attraction of the security device as the article is brought into contact with the at least 
one of the first and second portions (figures 10A and 10B), the magnetic release means being 
arranged to provide a first magnetic force (figure 10B) in a first direction and a second magnetic 
force (figure 10B) in the second direction for releasing the magnetic security device (figure 1 1) 
from the article, as in claim 15. 

Kim also discloses the first portion defines a first plane (plane defined by the first 
portion) and the second portion defines a second plane (plane defined by the second portion) 
substantially perpendicular to the first plane (figure 9), as in claim 17, in which the first and 
second planes define a receptacle (61) having a substantially L-shaped cross-section (the L-shape 
being defined by the base of the channel and the rear wall where element 64 is disposed), as in 
claim 18, as well as the first and second portions respectively comprise a base portion (the 
portion where element 62 is disposed) and a top portion (the portion where element 63 is 
disposed) upstanding therefrom, as in claim 19, wherein the first and second portions are 
connected together by means of at least one mutually engageable projection and recess (the 
corner defining the transition between the bottom surface and the rear surface), as in claim 20, 
and a method of releasing a magnetic security device comprising the steps of providing apparatus 
in claim 15 (60) and presenting an article with a magnetic security device thereto to release the 
magnetic security device therefrom (column 5, line 59-column 6, line 32), as in claim 28. 
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Kim further discloses a first magnet (62) mounted in the first portion provides the 
magnetic force in direction and a second magnet (63) mounted in the second portion provides the 
magnetic force in the second direction, as in claim 21. 

Kim additionally discloses an apparatus (60) for releasing a magnetic security device (2), 
the apparatus having a first portion (base of element 60 where magnet 62 is disposed) for 
locating an article (1) in a first direction and a second portion (wall of element 60 where magnet 
63 is disposed) for locating the article in a second direction substantially perpendicular to the 
first direction, wherein the first and second portions define an L-shaped receptacle (the L-shape 
being defined by the base of the channel and the rear wall where element 64 is disposed) 
configured and adapted to restrain the article in the first and second directions as it is brought 
into contact with the first and second portions (the first and second portions providing alignment 
of an article in the vertical and lateral directions while allowing the article to be unrestrained in 
the axial direction), while leaving the article unrestrained in at least a third direction (the open 
end of 60 allows the article to be moved unrestrained in the third direction) substantially 
perpendicular to the first and second directions, the L-shaped receptacle being capable of 
receiving articles of a wide range of shapes and sizes (capable of receiving any article that can be 
placed in the receptacle, where the axial length be any of a various length) having a security 
device installed adjacent two substantially perpendicular sides thereof (figures 9 and 1 1), the 
receptacle being configured and adapted to receive an article having first and second surfaces 
that are wider in the third direction that the apparatus (figure 10A), and at least one of the first 
and second portions including magnetic release means (62 and 63) arranged to provide a first 
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magnetic force (via 62) in the first direction and a second magnetic force (via 63) in the second 
direction for releasing the magnetic security device (figure 1 1) from the article, as in claim 16. 

Kim also discloses at least one of the first and second portions including magnetic release 
means (62 and 63) arranged to assist in locating the article in a third direction substantially 
perpendicular to the first and second direction by magnetic attraction of the security device as the 
article is brought into contact with the at least one of the first and second portions so as to align 
the magnetic security device with the magnetic release means (column 5, line 59-column 6, line 
32), as in claim 27. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 22-23 and 32 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Kim, as applied above, in view of U.S. Patent Number 6,084,498 to Stelter et al. 

Kim teaches of an apparatus (60) for releasing a magnetic security device (2) from an 
article (1), the apparatus comprising a first portion (base of element 60 where magnet 62 is 
disposed) for locating the article in a first direction and a second portion (wall of element 60 
where magnet 63 is disposed) for locating the article in a second direction substantially 
perpendicular to the first direction (figure 9), the first and second portions forming a receptacle 
(61) for receiving the article but physically restraining the article in the first and second 
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directions as it is brought into contact with the first and second portions (restrained by the base 
and wall), while leaving the article unrestrained in at least a third direction substantially 
perpendicular to the first and second directions (allowing the article to be moved in an axial 
direction of the article; figure 9), at least one of the first and second portions including magnetic 
release means (62 and 63) arranged to assist in locating an initially misaligned article into 
alignment in the third direction by magnetic attraction of the security device as the article is 
brought into contact with the at least one of the first and second portions (column 5, line 59- 
column 6, line 32), the magnetic release means being arranged to provide a first magnetic force 
in the first direction (via magnet 62) and a second magnetic force in the second direction (via 
magnet 63) for releasing a magnetic security device from the article, wherein the magnetic 
release means include a first magnet assembly (62) and a second magnet assembly (63). 
However, Kim does not disclose the first or second magnets are comprised of a plurality of 
magnets. 

Stelter et al. teach of a magnetic decoupler (10) for releasing a magnetic security device 
(figures 5 and 6) consisting of a magnetic release means (11, 12, 13, 14, 15 and 16), Where the 
magnetic release means includes a central magnet (1 1 and 16) and a plurality of peripheral 
magnets (12, 13, 14 and 15) mounted adjacent to the central magnet (figure 3) such that the 
magnetic axis of each peripheral magnet of the plurality of peripheral magnets are substantially 
perpendicular to the magnetic axis of the central magnet (column 4, lines 9-48). 

Because both Kim and Stelter et al. teach methods for unlocking magnetic security 
devices, it would have been obvious to one with ordinary skill in the art to substitute the 
magnetic assembly, where the assembly consists of a plurality of magnets, in Stelter et al. with 
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the single magnets in Kim to achieve the predictable result of improving the magnetic strength of 
the magnetic release means from the orientations of the magnets that increase the axial magnetic 
field gradient by superposition of the magnetic fields of each individual magnets. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 29-3 1 are allowed. 

Claims 24-26 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but would 
be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the base claim 
and any intervening claims. 

The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject matter: 
The claims are allowable over the prior art of record because the teachings of the references 
taken as a whole do not teach or render obvious the combination set forth, including that of a 
closure means that prevents an article from being presented to the magnetic release means. 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 15-23, 27-28 and 32 have been considered 
but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. The following patents are cited to further show the state of the art with respect to 
magnetic release means for security devices: 



Application/Control Number: 10/540,326 Page 9 

Art Unit: 3673 

U.S. Patent Number 6,832,498 to Belden, Jr. et al., U.S. Patent Number 6,601,702 
to Byrne et al, U.S. Patent Number 6,467,318 to Gattiker, U.S. Patent Number 6,082,156 
to Bin, U.S. Patent Number 5,988,376 to Lax, U.S. Patent Number 5,904,246 to 
Weisburn et al, U.S. Patent Number 5,535,606 to Nguyen et al, U.S. Patent Number 
4,527,310 to Vandebult. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to CHRISTOPHER BOSWELL whose telephone number is 
(571)272-7054. The examiner can normally be reached on 9:00 - 4:00 M-F. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Patricia Engle can be reached on (571) 272-6660. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



Christopher Boswell /Patricia L Engle/ 

Examiner Supervisory Patent Examiner, 
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